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Now I Am Surprised, Now You Are Surprised: On Mirativity in Ziyang and the Sub-
Types of Mirativity

CHEN Qiushi

Abstract

Sentence-final particles shuo and jiang are both mirative markers in Ziyang dialect that do not convey any evidential meanings.
They are derived respectively from shuo and jiang, two verbs of saying that are commonly used in Chinese dialects. According
to Aikhenvald (2012), few languages have more than one mirative marker, and although it is frequently reported that verbs of
saying could be grammaticalized to mirative markers, the fact that Ziyang simultaneously has two distinct mirative markers seems
not to exist elsewhere in Chinese Dialects. This paper shows that their functions are clearly different. Shuo is [+surprise of speaker,
—surprise of hearer]: The speaker expresses surprise for the proposition, yet assuming it is old information for the hearer; jiang,
on the other hand, is [+surprise of speaker, —surprise of hearer]: The speaker regards the information as new and therefore
surprising for both the speaker and the hearer.

Keywords
mirativity, evidentiality, Ziyang dialect, sentence-final particle, verbs of saying
Department of Linguistics, University of Connecticut, CT, USA

giushi.chen@uconn.edu

13



