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The Noun-Num-Cl Phrase as a Definite Construction
--A Case Study of Shizhu Mandarin

Abstract: Shizhu Mandarin uses the Noun-Num-Cl phrase to express definiteness, a quite rare strat-
egy among Chinese dialects which previously has not been paid enough attention to. This paper
describes the basic structure of this construction, discusses its syntactic and pragmatic properties,
and classifies it as the quasi-article type, in the sense of Sheng ef al. (2016). The Noun-Num-Cl
construction in Shizhu can be used in deictic, anaphoric, associative-anaphoric, and recognitional
contexts; it can neither denote distance nor be used contrastively. It has the function of topic-switch-
ing or introducing a new discourse topic. We show that the historical development of this strategy
is language-internally motivated, in which language contact plays no significant role.
Keywords: Shizhu dialect; definiteness; Noun-Num-Cl; quasi-article type



